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ABSTRACT 

Inferior vena cava anomalies (IVC) are rare defects 
resulting from aberrant development during embryogenesis 
and constitute a risk factor for thromboembolic disease. 
They are usually observed in asymptomatic patients as an 
incidental finding or together with other cardiac and/or 
abdominal anomalies. 

With advances in diagnostic imaging, IVC anomalies have 
emerged as a new factor to be considered in the etiologic 
diagnostic algorithm of deep vein thrombosis (DVT) and 
as a thrombotic risk factor.  

IVC anomaly should be suspected in young patients with 
lower limb DVT when one or both iliac veins are involved 
and in patients with recurrent thrombosis. Whenever a 
dilated azygos or Hemi-azygos vein is found on chest CT, 
additional images should be obtained to identify IVC 
abnormalities. The coexistence of other risk factors for 
thrombosis should always be considered.  

We present a patient with intrahepatic IVC hypoplasia who 
consulted for DVT of the left external iliac vein and in 
whom we could not demonstrate the presence of other 
prothrombotic risk factors. We emphasize the importance 
of the role of CT angiography in the diagnosis and the 
therapeutic decision of permanent anticoagulation. 
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